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Nigeria President Dr. Goodluck Jonathan has followed in the footsteps of Nelson Mandela of South 

Africa and President John Kufuor of Ghana to make Africa proud. Not because anyone expected him 

to rig elections or contest its outcome, but because he made it possible by creating strong 

democratic institutions to give every Nigerian real voice in the decision making process of their 

country. He must have taken many Nigerians especially those within his own political party (PDP) by 

surprise, but those he has put on the spotlight is president elect General Muhammadu Buhari 

(retired) and former president General Olusegun Obasanjo (retired). History will hold them 

accountable if Jonathan’s legacy is tainted. Dr. Jonathan showed maturity in his action to call his 

opponent and congratulate him. This alone demonstrated his values and beliefs as a Christian and 

democrat, not the ‘opportunist’ his northern opponents had branded him to be when he took over 

power as acting president in 2010 after the death of President Yar'Adua. 

 

The peaceful and democratic transition in Africa’s biggest democracy Nigeria is a wakeup call for 

tyrants in the likes of His Majesty Paul Biya Bi Mvundo of Cameroon. For over 30 years, this 83 years 

son of an immigrant catechist from Equatorial Guinea has refused the citizens of Cameroon their 

basic and fundamental rights of choice and free elections. Paul Biya an absentee absolute monarch 

who spends most of his time abroad now rules Cameroon in proxy. Once a powerhouse in African 

politics, Cameroon is now a shadow of the past battling Boko Haram and hunger in the North. Power 

mongering, a fragmented opposition, and the lack of basic democratic institution to hold election 

fraudsters accountable have boosted Biya’s ‘I don’t care’ attitude.  A corrupt and doctored judiciary 

and a tribal military makes him omnipresent, feared and revered for fear of reprisals. At the down of 

multi-party politics in 1990, Mr Biya carefully designed his authoritarian legacy and placed Pr. Joseph 

Owona as the custodian of his consultative ‘large and grand debat’.  

 

Small wonder Owona has been heavily rewarded with the immunity from prosecution by the 

Criminal Court in Yaoundé. Instead of creating an independent election commission to oversee 

genuine democratic changes in Cameroon, Biya used tact and craft to label two newly created 

sections of his CPDM party with the title of ONEL and Election Cameroon (ELECAM). To shift the onus 

of blame or liability to the Anglophones, he appointed the highly respected Barrister of Law Dr Diane 

Acha-Morfaw as head of ONEL and years later Dr. Samuel Fonkam Azu'u as chairman of ELECAM. 

Even the most admired and loved son of the grassland Barrister Nico Halle was not spared as he was 

given the backyard of  the Social Democratic Front (SDF) of Ni John Fru Ndi as ELECAM Head to the 

North West Region. More recently, Ayah Paul Abine who accepted the mantle of the Southern 
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Cameroons stewardship SCNC is back to the Supreme Court and under minding the very essence of a 

Southern Cameroons identity, he pledged to uphold.  

 

The syndrome of lack of self-belief, the quest for power and self-aggrandisement has stalled any 

progress for a southern Cameroons state ever since the likes of Nfor Nfor fraud their way to 

leadership. Ever since, the epicentre of independence was moved from the streets of Ntarikon and 

Bongo Square to the corridors of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organisation (UNPO) in 

The Hague and the Africa Court of Human Rights (The Gambia). With the peoples’ revolution 

hijacked and stifled, Nfor Nfor and cohorts began parading themselves as Mr Vice President of UNPO 

and nothing further was spoken of the Southern Cameroons National Council (SCNC). The SCNC since 

then has been eroded in Cameroon and all what is left of are branches of asylum seekers in the 

diaspora betrayed by the system and abandoned by Anglophone leaders. What happened to AAC I 

and AAC II is left for history students to study in the University of Buea and Bamenda. 

 

Some people may say ‘who cares’ when Nigel Farage of UK Independent Party (UKIP) claims that 

60% of the British National Health Service (NHS) is overburdened by foreigners with HIV and AIDS. 

We care because although there is no humanity and social justice in his outburst over immigration 

and racism, African leaders, Paul Biya and co intentionally forced out Africa’s young and buoyant 

boys and girl to search for greener pasture in prostitution. This young generation had no choice 

because they have families to look after and the only hope they have is to travel abroad (to no man’s 

land) and have to survive on the streets of Europe’s metropolis as scavengers, prostitutes and 

refugees. However Farage and co should know that Britain is called ‘Great Britain’ today because 

Africa and Asia were milked both in work force and in resources to build London through slave trade 

and colonisation. Artificial boundaries were created in mother Africa, the politics of divide and rule 

was instituted, and our ancestors were cajoled into the race of sanctity and life after death 

(Christianity). Today, the likes of Farage have been awarded a platform on British National Television 

to brand refugees and asylum seekers as HIV and AIDS patient, scroungers, and scums to the 

amusement of others in the name of freedom of expression. 

 

Farage naivety in international politics may however come as a blessing in disguise as it may just 

arouse the feeling of an African patriotism. It may serve as a trigger to serve justice to the likes of 

Paul Biya of Cameroon and ‘young boy’ president Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe. Farage may just be 

that reason why Africans living abroad may collectively use their academic and financial power to 

shift the status-quo in their respective countries. Nothing is impossible; if not President Barack, 
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Obama would never have been the president of the United States of America. Mahatma Gandhi, 

Malcolm X and Martin Luther King all stood for peace and Justice, Nelson Mandela, Black South 

Africans went through all odds, and yet they never gave up. Why should ‘WE’. Cameroonians both at 

home and abroad, it is high time you stand up and say ‘enough is enough’. It is time you say no to 

tribalism, no to dictatorship, no to absolute rule and is the time you say ‘Biya Must Go’   


