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By Ernest Sumelong 

A rather well-intentioned forum organised for the unity of the people and development of the 
Southwest Region ended in almost disarray, when a disgruntled faction of the participants 
staged a walk out, fuming over the issue of motion of support crafted for President Paul Biya. 

 

Nfon Mukete (standing) steering Southwest Forum ship in turbulent waters 

An embittered faction of the mammoth crowd that attended the All Southwest Forum on 
Saturday, January 29, walked out of the Pensioners' Hall at the National Social Insurance 
Fund at Mile 17, when they claimed that the Forum was virtually transformed into a political 
rally by elite mostly from Yaounde. According to them, the Southwest elders were presenting 
a false resolution by the people by crafting a motion of support for President Biya instead of 
issuing a strong-worded memo articulating the problems of the people. 

Against a general belief that the resolutions of the meeting would articulate the worries and 
aspirations of the people, rather a motion of thanks to and support for President Biya was read 
out to the chagrin of many. Many were vexed that the forum had deviated from its initial goal, 
and that those who had wished to speak were hushed. 

 

The disgruntled group also decried the fact that the main actors of the gathering 
were"thesame old guards who have continued to set the pace and sustain the mentality of 

the system that does not portend any good for the region, which suffers marginalisation and 
underdevelopment in spite of its riches". 

 



Also, the irate group expressed their disappointment at the fact that while other regions 
welcome and support their sons and daughters who rise as Presidential candidates, prominent 
elites we disclaiming Hon Paul Ayah Abine, who recently declared his intention to run for the 
Presidency. They described the act as selfish and cowardly and their approval for Ayah was 
conspicuous when he was given standing ovation when he was presented in the hall. 

The walk out was led by Buea Mayor, Charles Mbella Moki, Akwaya Mp, Hon Paul Ayah 
Abine, University dons and hundreds of others who could easily be termed the younger 
generation. According to Mbella Moki, issues like motion of support is done at the party level 
not at a forum for all Southwesterners where the focus should be on development. To him, the 
Region needs new perspective and leadership. "When will these old people think of leaving 
the stage for us to take over," Mbella questioned. "Northerners agitated for a university and 
Ecole Normale and they were given. The people of the Northwest Region have been agitating 
for almost 20 years and, today, they have everything. 

 

Ayah (R) Buea Mayor, Mbella pump hands during recess 

 

The people of Lekie Division were demonstrating against the regime and now they have all 
they wanted to have. The Southern Region had theirs and we too are saying that if the 
language that Government understands best is the one of shouting, agitating and 
demonstrating, then we should resort to that, if it is going to be the only salvation for our 
people," he said. 

Hon Ayah, on his part, insinuated that what was happening was a farce and a gross 
misrepresentation of the wishes of the people. 

This was the ugly twist that marred a rather well attended and, somewhat, successful come 
together of prominent men and women of the Southwest after almost two decades. The forum, 
jointly organised by the South West Elite Association, SWELA, and the South West Chiefs 



Conference, SWECC, brought together Southwest sons and daughters from the six Divisions 
of the Region in what many qualified as an unprecedented meeting. In attendance were almost 
all imaginable prominent elite of the region including two former Prime Ministers; Peter 
Mafany Musonge and Chief Inoni Ephraim, MPs, Chiefs, Ministers, Government Delegates, 
General Managers of Corporations and business people. 

Southwest's Demands 

In spite of the late disagreement on the occasion, most of those who read speeches at the 
occasion were unanimous that the Region needs greater attention if it needs to get out of 
disenclavement. All the major stakeholders agree that Southwest does not only have the 
natural and human resources for its growth, but that Southwesterners have made great 
contributions to the development of Cameroon as a whole. 

However, issues such as division, backstabbing and greed were identified as factors that have 
contributed in killing the Region. It was in this light that Southwesterners at the forum 
strongly advocated for unity as the way of developing the region. The speech of the 
Southwest Governor acknowledges the Region's richness, indicating that "the aspiration of the 
people to progress and development is a legitimate one… This mega forum therefore, should 
serve as a veritable baseline to make positive projections and take us back to the drawing 
boards with purpose," reads the message in part. 

 

 

Cross-section of Chiefs at Forum 

Apart from the call by the Forum Chairperson, Nfon V E Mukete, that the Region should 
focus on future leadership of the country, others handled the pressing demands of the Region. 
From the President of SWECC, His Majesty Donatus Enone, the Secretary General of 
SWELA, Epie Ekalle, to the Mayor of Buea, the demands were the same: construction of the 



Kumba-Mamfe road, Mamfe-Menji road, Loum-Kumba-Ekondo Titi-Mundemba-Isangele-
Akwa road and the Tombel-Bangem road; construction of the Limbe Deep Seaport, the Limbe 
shipyard, the Limbe bitumen factory; ensure regular electricity supply and extension of the 
rural electricity network; construction of a referral hospital; appointment of sons and 
daughters to post of responsibility; ensure permanent water supply in divisional headquarters; 
extension of railway network from Kumba to Mundemba and Kumba to Mamfe, and 
rehabilitation of the Tiko and Besongabang airports. 

 

Re-unification Celebration In SW 

Several months before the forum, many Southwest elite had expressed the desire that the 
President of the Republic should organize celebratons marking the 50th anniversary of the re-
unification of Cameroon in the Southwest, even though the place of celebration was still 
contested. This was taken up by His Majesty Fon Fontem Njifua, Fon of Fontem, during his 
presentation at the occasion. According to him, considering the role played by politicians and 
the entire population of the Southwest Region towards re-unification, "Southwesterners 
should therefore have the privilege to honourably appeal to President Paul Biya to end up the 
50th year of Cameroon Independence and Re-unification in the Southwest Region". 

Call For Unity 

Meanwhile, on his part, the Moderator Emeritus of the Presbyterian Church in Cameroon, 
PCC, the Very Rev. Dr. Nyansako Ni-Nku said if development has eluded the Southwest, it is 
because too often they have allowed themselves to be driven by envy, jealous and greed, 
prompted by hatred and discrimination. "so, while others learnt significant lessons from 
history, and moved on, many here in the region have elected to keep on bickering and 
backstabbing. In the process we are standing still and risk being overtaken by time'" Rev. Nku 
said. 

However, he expressed optimism. Hear him: "…even now there is hope. I am convinced that 
there is nothing wrong with the Southwest that cannot be made right by what is good with the 
region. What we need is to win in the struggle for unity and development in confidence. At 
the close of the forum, the SWELA Secretary General, Epie Ekalle told journalists that a 
committee has been put in place to execute the action plan put in place following the 
resolutions of the forum. 

 

Elite Assess All Southwest Forum 

Compiled By Ernest Sumelong, Elvis Tah & Walter Wilson Nana 

SW Development Projects Should See The Light Of Day 

The Southwest, in its loyalty to the nation and to the policies of the Head of State, have 
decided, through the voices and initiative of the South West Chiefs Conference, and the South 
West Elite Association, to invite all Southwesterners to meet in Buea and discuss how the 



Southwest can position itself ahead of the upcoming Presidential Election. Today, the 
dominant opinion is that all Southwesterners will support President Biya as a candidate for the 
2011 Presidential Election and that the Southwest elite, the chiefs and the people are ready to 
finance, in their own way, what it takes to ensure massive registration of voters. 

Secondly, the Southwest people, through this forum, have taken the position that they want to 
be heavily involved in celebrating the 50th Anniversary of our Reunification because they 
believe that, given history and statistics, the Southwest Region and the Southwest people 
contributed enormously to the Re-unification of Cameroon and because the Southwest has a 
history of loyalty to the nation and they believe in the policies of President Paul Biya. 

Finally, the Southwest Region, through the resolutions that have been taken, would like that 
some of the development projects that they consider as priority projects should see the light of 
day. 

 
Prof. Elvis Ngolle Ngolle, Forestry & Wildlife Minister 
 
Southwest Needs New Trusted Leadership 
Well, for me, the Re-unification celebration that has to take place in Buea was the major 
outcome of the conference. Secondly, I would have expected that we talk about the issue of 
leadership in this region. The older people need to understand that their time is over. We need 
to put in place leadership that can guarantee continuity so that the Southwest matches with the 
music of the moment. 

We need to be assertive and united in the true sense. We cannot expect people who have 
fanned disunity in this region for years to change overnight and pretend to foster unity. They 
should stop wasting our time. The main thing is the Re-unification celebration in Buea and the 
next is putting in place leadership that can be trusted. If we put in place leadership, 
development will follow. 

 
Charles Mbella Moki, Buea Mayor  
 
This Regime Has Killed Us! 

I am a lecturer in the University of Buea, UB. After all I am putting in to build young 
Cameroonians; I can not be promoted because I hail from the Southwest Region. I am 
contributing my best in the academic domain, yet nothing is done to me. Everything is being 
taken by a particular tribe and we stick on supporting the regime. This regime has killed us! 
This is our time! In Morocco, the President is my age mate, why can't I be the President of 
Cameroon. Cameroonians are docile, Southwesterners are docile. We should get up; we 
should revolt, stand on our feet and dictate the pace of our fatherland. If we don't do it now, 
we will never do it. After 50 years of independence and re-unification, nothing good has been 
realised in the Southwest Region; no good road networks, the future of the people are bleak. 

I am not supposed to be where I am. I am a potential minister in this country. I teach students 
to be Tax Inspectors and Treasury Officers, the next day they are bribe takers here and there 
and feeding fat from a rotten system. We want people who are objective and not singing the 



praises of President Biya all the time. If things are not going on well, we should be bold in 
denouncing it.  

 
Dr. Richard Enow Agbor, Department of History, University of Buea 
 
Organisers Imposed Their Agenda On SW People 

The All Southwest Forum is a stereotype meeting. The organisers hatched an agenda and they 
have come to impose it on the people of the Southwest Region. It is disgraceful that senior 
statesmen from the Southwest Region will come to a gathering like this to deceive their own 
people. They are imposing their thoughts and resolutions on us. 

Even a fool from the Southwest Region has a contribution to make, but it is not what is 
happening. The theme of the forum is on Unity & Development. There is no unity in the 
Southwest Region; we have not found time to discuss the problems plaguing the Southwest 
Region. What crime has a son of the Southwest Region, Hon. Paul Ayah Abine committed to 
declare his intention to run for the top job of the nation. 

The Northwest Region has two opposition leaders; Ni John Fru Ndi and Ben Muna, but you 
will never hear that the Northwest people have gathered in a meeting to denounce them.  Yet 
they have a Prime Minister. Why will the Southwest Region want to kill Ayah? I thought that 
we will come to this forum to say that we have had another Presidential candidate for the race 
in 2011. Is it because of Ayah that the Southwest Region lost the post of the Prime Minister?  
Lawson Tabot, Kumba 
 
We Will Move Forward 

The forum has highlighted government's negligence of the Southwest. Orators who have 
spoken at this forum have articulated issues which have helped to make Southwest stay 
backward such as hatred, division, backstabbing and greed. I think from here we will only 
move forward. I know that government listens but is slow to act. The fact that the Southwest 
does not agitate doesn't mean it does not monitor things. We are going to send very strong 
signals and the government will hear the echoes from here and know we are serious. This 
forum is a very nice once because it brings us together to discuss issues of the state such as 
development and security. Hon David Motase Ngoh, Former National Assembly Vice 
President 
 
50th Re-unification Anniversary Be Celebrated In Buea 

 
Well, you know I have been through the political system of this country over the years, from 
the birth of SWELA; we were the architects and played a key role. And with the creation of 
SWECC we have been through its evolution, and today seems to be the climax of things. 
There seems to be unity and there seems to be the wish for Southwesterners to come together 
and get their message across to the powers that be. 

They should be able to know that they are an integral part of this country; they are a people 
who have worked and stood for national unity and they should be given the privileges as we 
are being given by the Head of State. Since Buea is the capital of the Southwest, it is our wish 



that the 50th anniversary celebration of the Re-unification of the country be done here in 
Buea. That is our wish. From here the Southwest people are ready to move forward. HRM 
Nfor Tabetando, CEO EuroOil 
 
We Need To Be United For Our Development 

Well, it is the first time that the South West Elite Association and the South West Chiefs 
Conference have worked together for the unity of the Region. The turn out of the delegates 
from all the Divisions was very impressive, not only in quantity but also in quality. The hall is 
full and people have come from everywhere because they think we have so much to offer 
because we have been given so much by nature. We need to be united to ensure the 
development of the entire region. That is what the conference is all about. I am very 
impressed. Madame Lydia Effimba 
 
Impressed With Turn Out And Deliberations 
I am pleased to attend this forum organised by SWELA and the Southwest Chiefs Conference 
that brings the chiefs, elite and people of Southwest to chart a way forward for our 
development. My impressions are very positive. I am very happy that the attendance is very 
impressive and the deliberations too. We have put together many proposals which we are 
going to put forth as resolutions from the conference. Hon Samuel Bokwe, MP Meme West 
  

 

Comments 
 

Good to hear South Westerners trying to take their destiny in their hands. But I will not be 
surprised if we read a disclaimer from Mbella Moki in a future edition of The Post. 

Posted By : Wan Ndikum | Jan 31 2011  
 

 

this thing 'motion of support' disgusts me. How can such a supposedly important meeting, 
have as main outcome a 'motion of support'? This personality worship must come to an end in 
this country. Dare I remind here that Mubarak of Egypt who is literally melting today under 
the heat of a nation wide demonstration was until a couple of weeks ago regarded as a god? 
Indeed time catches up so fast. 

Posted By : wanmom. | Jan 31 2011  
 

 

My dear brothers of the SW if you think getting what you want is by the senseless flow of 
motion of support to Yaounde whether to Biya or future presidents you are sadly 
mistaken.SW Region deserves to be developed like all parts of the country. The begging 



habits of our people for what is rightfully theirs baffles me.You mount a challenge to get what 
is yours not virtually plead for it. Finally people of the SW rather than call N Westerners 
come-no-go hoping that entices Biya affection you should close rang and take on Yaounde 
head on. I advocate for national unity but not the unity that exists only when a goat lies in the 
belly of a hungry tiger.I hope the continuous marginalization of the SW region teaches the 
people a lesson.When you organize a forum and reserve honorary seats on the podium for 
former PMs, current and former ministers etc do not be taken aback when what you get are 
chants of dimabola. 

Posted By : CHOM BANI | Jan 31 2011  
 

 

I was not wrong the last time to suggest this meeting will end up with a motion of support. I 
wonder when reason will rule these people. They are so selfish and self- centred that the 
problems of this rich region mean nothing as long as they maintain their posts. They even 
ought to be proud of somebody like Hon. Ayah Paul who wants to stand for the presidential 
elections. Don't be surprise such a meeting will not hold again. 

Posted By : ERNESTO AYEAH | Jan 31 2011  
 

 

I feel sorry for the SW people of Cameroon. You guys act like someone who will want 
compare with his neighbour, where each time the neighbour gets a new car, paints his house, 
mows his lawn, or even gets his wife pregnant, then you will want to do the same thing. Learn 
how to use your to beg for your own initiative to achieve what you want rather than wanting 
the same thing someone else has.STOP looking at what Bamenda has done or has for you to 
request same. teach your folks first of all to be united, hardworking, self-deciplined and 
decisive. Be aggressive to earn your rights and not be submissive to beg for your rights. It's 
time for Cameroonians as a whole to come together to oust this tyrant of Biya so we can run 
our country freely and fairly. Come November 2011 I urge all Cameroonians to act like the 
Tunisians and Egyptians. 

Posted By : Olivier | Jan 31 2011  
 

 

If only the SW man actually cared for their own good they would not have led the Limbe 
Shipyard project to be taken to Kribi. The irony is that the man firce behind the Limbe 
shipyard was Zacchaeus Forjindam and through out his struggle to bring a shipyard to Limbe 
the PM of Cameroon who is from Limbe was so less concerned about it than any average 
anglophone Cameroonian. I did not even hear any of the SW politicians -Agbor Tabi, Elvis 
Ngolle Ngolle, Rose Abunaw, Musonge, Njalla Nkwan, Njeuma etc do anything to support 
Forjindam's effort to bring the shipyard to Limbe.Now you guys try to have an important 



meeting to discuss issues ofdevelopment and you invite these same people. What do you 
expect? There have always been serious SW people like Hon Ayah,prof.Kale,Barister Eta 
Bessong etc but the problem is the SW man likes support only those who can water their 
mouth at the moment even if that person is the one selling them out. 

Posted By : Tita Mofaw | Jan 31 2011  
 

 

To learn that this is the region that contributes the highest to Cameroon's GDP and yet one of 
the most underdeveloped is disgusting. A few who eat the crumbs falling from the King's 
table will do anything to betray you guys. You guys should have known about this long ago 
and taken appropriate measures to tackle this. It's a disgrace in Cameroon that the people have 
been subjected to abject poverty and misery that they even turn to worship the king for that 
which rightfully belongs to them. I still blame the SouthWesterners for their division. I still 
have the conviction that if what the South West Province produces was coming from the 
NorthWest, that Country will have some order. I trust the Bamenda man, he will never sit and 
watch such exploitation of resources from their region without something to show for it. Don't 
get me wrong guys, i'm in for National unity, what disturbs me is the tribalism displayed by 
the powers that be. Look at the South province and the number of projects. 

Posted By : Fese John | Feb 1 2011  
 

 

Fese John, I agree with your views above that if the resources that are in the SWP were in the 
NWP, Cameroon would had had some equality in development. The Southwesterners are 
begging for what rightflly belong to them.I'm surprise to see Mbella Moki in such behaviour. 
Maybe he has started seeing the truth in what Mr.Ayah Paul had been saying.We need tough 
people in the southwest not greedy people. Unity is imperative for development and as far as I 
know, SWP is the most divided region in Cameroon. Not only do they see their brothers from 
the NWP as come-no-go but they also see themselves as different. A Bafaw man thinks he is 
better than a Bakossi man and vice versa.The Southwesterner should stop comparing with 
their brothers from the northwest b/c these is the main sit of hatred.If you can't have what 
your brother have, you start to jealous and envy him. Hardwork and standing for your right is 
the key. 

Posted By : Eyong Enow | Feb 1 2011  
 

 

All these guys are just Hungry. They are not even CPDM. The day Biya will leave, most of 
them will not know where t hide. What they are doing is paying back to biya for covering 
them to steel 

Posted By : Delegue | Feb 1 2011  



 

 

 
 


