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The decision to seek the Supreme Magistracy of the Republic of Cameroon is not an 
expression of personal ambition.  It is the translation of a firm commitment to implement 
a better political and economic vision for the benefit of Cameroonians who shall come 
after me.  Dr. Nfor N Susungi 
  
La décision d'aller à la conquête de la Magistrature Suprème de la République du 
Cameroun n'est pas l'expression d'une ambition personelle.  Elle traduit plutôt le ferme 
engagement à réaliser une meilleure vision politique et économique pour le bien-être des 
Camerounais qui viendront après moi.  Dr. Nfor N Susungi 
  
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001318730440&ref=pymk#!/pages/Dr-Nfor-
Susungi-for-Etoudi-Palace/163737110334255 
  
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=logo#!/profile.php?id=100000978159678 
 

By Dr. Nfor N Susungi, Presidential candidate for the October 2011 elections. 

Risk of  UN/AU Intervention in the Electoral Process in Cameroon 

I received a very challenging question from a young Cameroonian, named Eric 
Acha, who wanted to know whether I, as a declared candidate for the 
Presidential elections of October 2011, will support a UN, AU, France, US, UK 
effort to oust Paul Biya and his regime if he should rig the elections in 2011?  
This is a very challenging question which touches on foreign policy as well as 
the sovereignty of the country.  

Since I made my declaration of candidature, I have created a Facebook page 
entitled: Dr. Nfor Susungi for Etoudi Palace.

The toolbox of a brutal dentist  

  This is the public platform on 
which I post relevant information about my candidature from time to time.  One 
of the things which I endeavor to do is that I constantly reflect on a wide range 
of issues.  When I finally synthesize a statement or position of principles on any 
subject I share it with my friends of Facebook by posting it on my Wall.  My 
objective is to let people who are interested in my candidature to know: what I 
think, what I see and what I believe.  

One of the statements which I recently posted on my Presidential Facebook page 
says: “The UN and the IMF are the two most powerful institutions ever created 
by man. They are the twin engines powering the aircraft carrying the toolbox for 
maintaining political and economic security in the World. Every country in the 
world is a passenger on this aircraft; but pray, and pray very hard, that this 
aircraft never flies into your country”.  
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This is a statement which I composed after looking at the record of the 
intervention of the UN and the IMF around the world.  That is why it represents 
what I think, what I see and what I believe.   

The essence of the statement is that the involvement of the UN and the IMF in 
the affairs of any country nearly always coincides with economic failure or 
political failure or both.  These institutions which represent the international 
community come into the country with fire-fighting tools in order to douse the 
flames of economic and or political chaos so that the flames do not spread 
beyond the sovereign borders of the country.  During the period of the fire-
fighting process, the political and economic sovereignty of the country is 
temporarily surrendered to these institutions.  

I am not comfortable with the role of the UN in solving world problems now.  
The genocide in Rwanda took place in 1994 in spite of the presence of the UN 
and a regional war may breakout in Cote d’Ivoire because

The AU is not different from the UN.  It is a union composed of weak sovereign 
states which have all mortgaged their sovereignty to more powerful nations 
already.  The AU has already demonstrated that it is nothing but an appendage 
of the UN.  Anyone who thinks that the AU can come into Cameroon and solve 
any problem is fooling himself.   

 of the presence of the 
UN.  I will always be in favor of making any kind of political compromises 
which will make it unnecessary for the UN to come into Cameroon to solve any 
problem because all UN resolutions concerning Cameroon will be drafted by 
France.  Those are the rules of the game at the UN Security Council.  I am not 
comfortable with that.  As a future leader, I can never take the risk of placing the 
future of Cameroon at the mercy of France at the UN Security Council.  

The IMF is a different matter. The IMF has been involved in Cameroon and was 
primarily responsible for pushing through the punishing 60% salary cuts of 1993 
when the Cameroon government was running a budget deficit of around 13% of 
GDP.  The pains of this cut are still being felt to the present day.  But on a more 
positive note, IMF involvement was needed in order to negotiate the conditions 
for arriving at the Conclusion Point of the HIPCs programme in May 2006 as a 
result of which a substantial portion of Cameroon’s external debt was written off 
by its foreign creditors.  This is to the credit of the Biya government.  

But in spite of this, Cameroon is still in big trouble as oil reserves have been 
exhausted.  The food riots of 2008 which claimed the lives of  24 people are an 
indication of the pent-up frustrations of the people with the present government 
led by President Paul Biya who pushed through a highly unpopular 
constitutional amendment that allows him to run for another 7-year term, after 
having been in power for 29 years.  



In my declaration I recognized that: “It is because of the sensitivity of this event 
(Presidential Elections) that constitutional changes were made to give the 
president a 7-year term of office, so that once elected, he can enjoy peace of 
mind for seven years. But in making this constitutional change, no one 
anticipated that a presidential election would one day have to be held in the 
month corresponding to the Golden Jubilee of Reunification. But divine 
providence intervened to make it so”.  

The Constitutional check-point  

The Biya Administration is clearly looking at the October 2011 calendar with a 
great deal of trepidation and anxieties because it is not sure how it can 
successfully negotiate its way through this constitutional check-point.  President 
Paul Biya is contemplating the October 2011 elections with the mindset of a taxi 
driver who is approaching a police checkpoint with car whose particulars that 
are not in order.  

The insurance has expired; the Carte Grise has expired; the driver’s license has 
expired. The front tires of the taxi are wobbly and the tailpipe belching thick 
black smoke. The car is looking scruffy and he has not done his Visite 
Technique (Road Safety Check).   He knows that he does not have a spare tire in 
the boot.  He is not carrying a fire extinguisher. To make matters worse, he is 
carrying “overload”.   He runs the risk of his car being impounded and his 
driver’s license being withdrawn. He is wondering just how he will wiggle his 
way through this checkpoint.  That is the problem facing President Paul Biya 
now.  

However, whether the upcoming elections will result in a peaceful outcome or 
not depends on who the candidates will be.  

The Candidates  

1.     President Paul Biya  

President Paul Biya would naturally want to be a candidate for the October 
elections.  But he has not made up his mind yet because there are many factors 
against him.  Age and the sclerosis of power is his greatest handicap.  At the age 
of 80 the President is not a young man. He looks tired and age is showing on 
him.   He spends more time on vacation than on the job.  His time clock tells 
him that it is time to quit; but his political instincts are like those of an aging 
boxer who believes that he still has it in him to go into the ring and deliver a 
knock-out.  



President Paul Biya is also being challenged from within his own party, the 
CPDM.  The young militants of this party have tried without success to reform 
and modernize the CPDM from within.  After meeting a brick wall of 
intransigence from party hardliners, they have started resigning from this party. 
The last resignation was that of Honorable Ayah Abine Paul, the CPDM deputy 
from the constituency of Akwaya in Manyu division, who had already declared 
his candidature for the presidential elections of 2011.  

President Paul Biya is beginning to get negative signals from France which has 
supported him since the last visit of Jacques Chirac who kept him out in the cold 
for a long time for having supported Edouard Balladur.  During the last visit of 
Francois Fillion they signed new protocols linking Cameroon and France. 
Nikolas Sarkozy is not very hot about President Paul Biya because his age does 
not make him a reliable protector of French interests in Cameroon.  It would 
have been the preference of the Gaullists that Paul Biya should anoint a 
successor who will protect French interests after Biya; it is an open secret that 
the French have already penciled the names of their preferred candidates.  But as 
2011 is not 1982, the process by which the preferred candidate should emerge is 
very difficult in the constitutional dispensation of Cameroon today.  

I strongly suggest that President Paul Biya should resist the temptation to 
present himself as a candidate for his own succession at the age of 80.  He 
should think seriously about retiring honorably so that he can live in Cameroon 
as a free citizen without anyone coming to disturb his sleep.  Cameroon needs a 
former President living freely in retirement in their midst as in the case of John 
Ngu Foncha, the former Vice President of the Federal Republic of Cameroon 
and Honorable Solomon Tandeng Muna, the former President of the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Cameroon.    If Mr. Biya courageously accepts 
retirement, his status as a former Head of State shall be protected by an 
appropriate legal instrument. That is the only contribution that Paul Biya can 
make to the future of Cameroon now.  

2.   The Preferred Candidate of France & USA  

So who is the preferred candidate of France?  So who is the preferred candidate 
of the USA?  Is it one and the same person or are there two different people?  
We know that they are there; but the current crisis in Cote d’Ivoire is making it 
difficult for anyone to openly identify himself as the preferred candidate of 
France.  The anointing power of France may have been squandered by the 
reckless intervention of President Nikolas Sarkozy in Cote d’Ivoire.  

It is common knowledge that the French government has always expressed the 
preference that the position of President should be returned to the North.  
Whether this is done within the context of the ruling CPDM party or within the 



UNDP is not clear.  But the conventional thinking in Cameroon has been that 
the lift should be sent back from the South to the North after President Paul Biya 
in order to compensate for the gesture of President Ahmadou Ahidjo in 1982.  
However, this thinking is being strongly resisted by the ruling elite within the 
Beti group who do not trust the North, partly as a result of the events of 1984.  

On the American side, the rather reckless intervention of President Barack 
Obama in the Ivorian crisis leads us to believe that the US did have a preferred 
candidate in Cote d’Ivoire. How can it be otherwise when the United States 
pressured the government of Laurent Gbagbo to go ahead with elections when 
the rebels in the northern half of the country had not disarmed? Why did the US 
ambassador in Cote d’Ivoire play such a direct role, without any diplomatic 
subtlety,  alongside his French counterpart, in stealthily conveying the President 
of the CEI, Mr. Youssouf Bakayoko to the campaign HQ of Alassane Dramane 
Ouattara at Golf Hotel so that he can proclaim the results of the elections to the 
international media?  

American support of coup d’état in various countries has been documented in 
the past.  But the role played by the US in Cote d’Ivoire is a scandalous 
intervention in the electoral process of a sovereign state.  Anyone attempting to 
do that in the US will face criminal prosecution and along jail term.   It is a stain 
that is as bad as torture by waterboarding and the US will find it difficult to 
remove it for the foreseeable future.  

But is it now possible that France and the United States of America have the 
same preferred candidate for Cameroon?  If that is the case then we should get 
ready for some very interesting developments in the electoral process in 
Cameroon.  But I strongly advise that the France and the USA should abandon 
the idea of a preferred candidate in Cameroon because the Republic of 
Cameroon is still a very fragile state whose legitimacy and territorial integrity is 
still internally contested by various groups.  Furthermore, Cameroonians have 
very fresh memories of what the French army did in Cameroon from 1955-
1966.  In spite of that Cameroonians decided to put these events in the 
background and continue to pursue the development of their country, even with 
the active role of France.  However, any idea of a reckless intervention by 
France in the succession process in Cameroon can revive sad memories.  

   

As regards the United States, after two years of groping around for an Africa 
policy, during which President Barack Obama could do no better than to support 
PEPFAR, the signature programme of his predecessor George Bush, the first 
direct intervention of President Barack Obama in Africa resulted in failure in 
Cote d’Ivoire because he chose the wrong partner.  As long as President Barack 



Obama allows himself to be seen walking hand in hand with his French 
counterpart, he can never render any service to Africa and his stay in the White 
House will leave no positive traces in Africa.  

Nigeria the next-door neighbor of Cameroon is even more fragile now.  Former 
US intelligence Czar John Negroponte is quoted as saying that the disintegration 
of Nigeria as a sovereign state is possible in the near future.  Consequently any 
attempt by a foreign power to move into Cameroon like a bull in a China shop 
could easily light a fuse which will produce unintended consequences next door 
in Nigeria.  

3.   Ni John Fru Ndi  

Chairman Ni John Fru Ndi who is 71 is a potential candidate for October 2011.  
However the Chairman has to contend with internal forces within the SDF 
which do not want him to stand.  They prefer that he should step aside in favor 
of someone else.  But the greatest handicap of the SDF is that it is stipulated in 
its internal rules that only the SDF Convention can designate its presidential 
candidate.  However, in its 20 year history, the SDF convention only meets to 
designate its candidate after President Paul Biya has announced the date of the 
Presidential elections. This has been a self-defeating practice because it amounts 
to playing a game according to the rules of your adversary.  If the SDF wanted 
to field a serious candidate, its convention should already have met, 12 months 
to the election date to designate its candidate, so that he can have the time to 
start selling himself to the electorate. But by failing to seize this opportunity, the 
SDF is placing itself at a disadvantage which will almost guarantee that its 
candidate shall be weak.  

The recent face to face meeting between Chairman John Fru Ndi and President 
Paul Biya was a politically significant event.  But the event did more good for 
the Chairman than it did for President Paul Biya.  This meeting underscored the 
mindboggling unreasonableness of the President of a self-styled democracy 
who, for 20 years, seemed to have made it an article of faith, never to meet face 
to face with the leader of the opposition.  

But Cameroonians do need to understand that what kept the two of them apart 
for so long is probably the fact that the results of the presidential elections of 
1992 were reversed and pronounced by the Supreme Court in favor of Paul Biya 
the real loser, at the expense of John Fru Ndi, the real winner.   John Fru Ndi 
and the Cameroonian people stoically accepted this injustice and the sky did not 
fall on the Cameroonian people.  Perhaps this is the major lesson that France and 
the US should learn from the Ivorian crisis by accepting stoically the ruling of 
the Constitutional Council instead of  trying to trigger a regional war by 
preparing to remove Laurent Gbagbo by force.  



1.     Dr. Nfor N Susungi (Newcam Prosperity Group)  

Dr. Susungi is a relatively unknown person in the Cameroonian political arena.  
However Cameroonians who have long memories will certainly recall that he 
played a central role as the author of NESPROG the economic platform of the 
SDF in 1997.  But the fact that he has declared his candidature for the 2011 
Presidential elections 12 months in advance places him at a great advantage to 
define himself politically and to acquire some name recognition during the 
course of the next several months.  

His candidature is also unique because it is built on a platform which is known 
as the Newcam Prosperity Pact.  The Newcam Prosperity Pact is a very 
ambitious set of economic, political and constitutional reforms which I intend to 
implement if the Cameroonian people decide to vote for me in the Presidential 
elections of 2011.  
 
The first part of the Newcam Prosperity Pact has to do with constitutional 
changes which shall be introduced within six months of his entry into office.  
These amendments shall lead to a new constitution which shall be adopted by 
referendum within six months of his entry into office because the success of the 
economic programme of the Newcam Prosperity Pact is inextricably linked with 
the new constitution. 
 
The unique aspect of the Newcam Prosperity Pact is that it is an ideologically 
neutral platform which is neither for nor against any existing political party.  It 
has been crafted that way so that any political party in Cameroon can be invited 
to be part of it. 
 
In unveiling the Newcam Prosperity Pact, the intention shall be to invite other 
political parties to come together to form the Newcam Prosperity Group which 
will support the ideas embodied in the Newcam Prosperity Pact and also back 
the candidature of Dr. Susungi.  Membership of the Newcam Group shall be 
open to all political parties in Cameroon including the CPDM, SDF, UNDP, 
UPC, UDC, UFDC, LDA, AFP and indeed all political parties which are 
anxious to see a peaceful transition in Cameroon in 2011.  
 
Given the transitional uncertainties facing Cameroon now, Dr. Susungi believes 
that the best option for the CPDM is to embrace the Newcam Prosperity Pact 
and back his candidature for October 2011.  The same thing holds true for the 
SDF, UNDP, UPC, UDC, UFDC, LDA, AFP etc. because none of these parties 
will be able to come up with an equally comprehensive platform.  If as a result 
of the meeting between President Paul Biya and John Fru Ndi, the CPDM and 



the SDF jointly back the Newcam Prosperity Pact, then we have solved 95% of 
the problems facing us in Cameroon today. 
 
The constitutional proposals embodied in the Newcam Prosperity Pact are so 
innovative that even the SCNC and SCAPO will find them difficult to turn 
down. They will discover that the constitutional innovations are the best results 
that they could possibly have obtained from the dialogue through the African 
Commission for Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR).   When the proposals are 
released, these organizations should give them proper consideration in order to 
avoid, at all cost, the idea of bringing the UN/AU into the affairs of Cameroon 
for the reasons stated earlier. 
 
Other Candidates 
Other candidates such as Honorable Paul Ayah Abine and Madame Kah Wallah 
are busy defining their ideas and their vision. However, the weight of their 
candidature shall be better known in the coming months when their ideas and 
their vision become clearer and clearer. 
 
Possible outcomes in October 2011 
The candidates who are more or less known give us the possibility to 
prognosticate possible outcomes based on certain permutations and 
combinations. 
 
Scenario No 1, President Paul Biya is a candidate for the CPDM

 

:  If the 
CPDM decides to propose President Paul Biya as a candidate and the SDF and 
other political parties come together to form the Newcam Prosperity Group to 
support the Newcam Prosperity Pact, President Paul Biya will be defeated at the 
polls.  Rigging will not work.  Even the UN/AU will chase him away. 

Scenario No 2, John Fru Ndi is candidate for the SDF

 

:  If the SDF decides to 
propose John Fru Ndi as the candidate and the CPDM adopts the Newcam 
Prosperity Pact and backs Dr. Susungi, John Fru Ndi will stand no chance 
because he shall be defeated at the polls. 

Scenario No 3, Dr. Susungi is the joint candidate of the SDF and the 
CPDM

 

: If by any chance the CPDM and the SDF jointly support the 
candidature of Dr. Susungi under the banner of the Newcam Prosperity Group, it 
is certain that Dr. Susungi will win and the two enemy parties will emerge 
victorious for the first time. 

Scenario No 4, President Paul Biya and John Fru Ndi are candidates for 
their respective parties:  If President Paul Biya and John Fru Ndi are 
candidates for their respective parties and Dr. Susungi is backed by a group of 



smaller parties to form the Newcam Prosperity Group, Dr. Susungi will emerge 
as the winner in round one.  If there is a runoff he will score a clean and decisive 
victory in the second round. 
 
It is evident that the majority of the Cameroonian people would prefer scenario 
No 3 because it is the one that will guarantee peaceful transition in Cameroon. 
A review of the different scenarios shows that the key element which shall play 
a decisive role in the presidential elections of October 2011 is the Newcam 
Prosperity Pact. Cameroonians are looking for meaningful change. But this 
change is not simply in terms of a new face at the top.  There must be change in 
the first place in the conception, in the form and in the functioning of the state.  
It is also important that the change in the conception and functioning of the state 
should result in better efficiency in economic productivity and in the creation of 
wealth.  Finally there is a need for someone at the top who incarnates these 
changes and who serves as the chief pilot of the changes. 
 
Finally my answer to the question which was asked at the beginning is that I see 
no scenario that will require UN/AU involvement in the electoral process in 
Cameroon in October 2011 because all the scenarios will result in a clear victory 
which will be accepted by everyone including the outgoing President Paul Biya. 
  

 


