
assaulting protesters calling for transparency and accountability in the financial-scandal-

plagued embassy. The ambassador's abrasive behavior and barbaric actions are putting on 

center stage - for the doubting Thomases out there - an iceberg of the jarring actions that 

have long been the outcry of pro-democracy advocates and protesters regarding the 

battered record of the government of Cameroon as a bastion of embezzlement and 

corruption. Setting aside the flagrant disregard for the inalienable rights and freedoms of 

the protestors, the ambassador's shameful behavior speaks volumes about his misreading 

and misunderstanding of his environment . It is not only beneath his office to be embroiled 

in such recklessness that could endanger his body; the fact that he despised the 

responsibility of his security detail probably pales in comparison to the fact that he showed 

disdain for the American Intelligence service that could have taken care of the matter if the 

Ambassador had alerted them of any unruliness on the premises of the embassy. 

Which ever way one posits in viewing the ambassador's street brawling exercise, it is not unreasonable to 

infer that the diplomat's conduct is a direct mirror-to-mirror representation of the Cameroon 

government's best practice in dealing with political dissent- violent crackdown. With such jaw-dropping 

evidence, defense counsel would simply "rest its case" because the ambassador's action corroborates a 

two-decade long human rights abuse history chronicled by the U.S. Department of State, Amnesty 

International, Article 19 and all other civil society organizations that remind the Cameroon government to 

honor international civil and human rights of its own nationals.

An even bigger picture of the "boxing ambassador" matter is the need to reassess Cameroon's diplomatic 

policies crafted within the cold war context into an era of economic diplomacy and technology transfer. An 

underlying concern in reformulating a new foreign policy is examining objective criteria in selecting career 

diplomats with judicious temperament or compensating political appointees to specifically promote trade 

and investment overseas.

There is also a deep need to see - just underlying the "ambassador-boxer" reputation - the disrepair of the 

chancery, allegations of diplomats embezzling nearly U.S. $ 2million, the confiscation of passports and 

application fees, etc appear to be systemic. Even more intriguing is the fact that non of these perpetrators 

have been recalled for consultation, although a source at the Prime Ministry is hinting that an 

investigation into the matter is underway. What decision makers in Cameroon are quibbling over, while 

their beleaguered image churns in further rot, is to not give the "opposition" a victory over the firing of the 

Ambassador.

It is also noteworthy that the US State Department has not yet declared any Cameroon embassy diplomat 

"persona non-grata!"

In the meantime, even as the ambassador's violent actions are currently being investigated by U.S. Secret 

Service agents and detectives from the District of Columbia Prosecutor's office, there is unanimity among 
international law experts that no criminal charges will be filed against the diplomat since he is expected to 

raise the defense of immunity successfully!

Policy of Diplomatic Impunity



Diplomatic immunity is a form of legal immunity and a policy held between governments, which ensures 

that diplomats are given safe passage and are considered not susceptible to lawsuits or prosecution under 

the host country's laws (although they can be expelled).

There is a rich history of repeated misbehavior and outright misconduct with impunity by Cameroon 

embassy diplomats cloaked in the shield of diplomatic immunity from prosecution in the United States.

A recent focus of Cameroon embassy diplomat's impunity has been subject of U.S. House of 
Representatives hearing on "International Trafficking in Persons: Taking Action to Eliminate Modern Day 

Slavery." The case in point is Nchang v.Nyamboli, Maryland District Case No 0502-0001 of November 30, 

2006. (See page 9 of document in the link).

In that matter,Yvette Yancho, a Cameroonian national worked 11 months for a diplomat employed by the 

Cameroonian embassy. The employers never paid her, never gave her a day off, severely beat her, and 

confiscated her passport. She won her civil suit against the diplomat to reclaim her passport from the 

employers but the decision was later vacated when the diplomat raised the defense of diplomatic 

immunity. The Cameroon embassy in Washington D.C. approached the issue as a private matter between 

Yancho and the diplomat, thus declined to investigate the case!

The twist in the "boxing-ambassador" incident is that the female victim - a U.S. citizen who sustained 

personal injuries and incurred medical expenses as a consequence of Mr. Foe-Atangana's brutality - does 

not view the issue as a "private matter". It is expected that the U.S. Attorneys will go extra lengths in 

protecting their citizens by declaring Joseph Bienvenue Charles Foe-Atangana a "high public security risk" 

and recommending his expulsion from their country.

Patronizing embassy fraud, corruption and nepotism

The harbinger of the "boxing-ambassador" incident appears to be the collateral damage inflicted on 

embassy staff morale alleging serious financial improprieties and rackeering perpetrated by embassy 

paymaster, Francois Ngoubene.

The report addressed to the Minister of State, Secretary General at the Presidency, Laurent Esso alleges 

amongst others that:

 Francois Ngoubene is diverting official embassy mails to his personal residence as a ruse to cash 

self-issued checks amounting to U.S.$ 389,126.3 (XAF 179 million frs).

 Francois Ngoubene made unauthorized payments to family members and his mistress, an 

embassy employee, totaling U.S.$ 24,962 (XAF 11 million frs).

 Francois Ngoubene is holder of two mortgages worth U.S.$ 400,000 (XAF 200,000 million frs), 

one property occupied by himself and the other by his mistress.

 The paymaster debited embassy accounts to pay for life assurance and health insurance premiums 

for himself and family amounting to U.S.$ 300,000 (XAF 138 million frs) to the exclusion of 

embassy staff and their families.

 Ngoubene Francois is also alleged to have not properly accounted for more than U.S.$ 651,418.45 

(XAF 325,000 million frs) in consular revenue for 2007 fiscal year.



 Ngoubene Francois' mistress is a carry-over employee from the Cameroon mission in Belgium on 

the payroll of the Ministry of Finance, and since January 31, 2000 disguised as local staff recruit 

on embassy (double) payroll!

In as much as the report appears to contain credible material and recommendation from its author, 

Ndongo Carson Efemba, a career senior superintendent (Rtd) and former embassy first secretary, it has 

not triggered a preliminary inquiry by Supreme State Control Auditors! If you have any blood flowing in 

your veins you must be in wonder as what additional bureaucratic tools are required to catapult an audit. 
A more reasonable approach is begging the question why should paymaster Ngoubene Francois - now past 

retirement by 3 years - continue to be on government payroll while the country's unemployment rate is 

close to 40%?

As earlier explained, the calamities facing Cameroon are systemic and patronization is best reflected 

whereby a 75 year-old creates a hold-up at the helm of the state by seeking a life-presidency in 7 year 

cycles. To ensure the survival of the old guard, the retirement age for the Magistrate Secretary General at 

the Presidency is now renewable every other 3 years. Under such circumstances, therefore, it appears 

punitive to expect Francois Ngoubene to depart his "juicy" position at a relatively young age without 

putting up a smearing encounter!

Confusing State and C.P.D.M Party

Several days following the "boxing-ambassador" incident, and despite widespread media and blog-sphere 

coverage, the Cameroon Embassy is yet to issue a press release on the matter. (Infact, consecutive and 

repeated attempts by the chiareport to talk with the Ambassador or other official at the embassy have been

a non-start because all the contact information provided at the embassy's web portal are non-working -

202 265 8790 and  info@cameroonemb.org.) The Minister of External Relations is mute, the Prime 

Minister is yet to convene a cabinet crisis meeting and a rubber stamp parliament is authorizing additional 
funding for fiscal year 2010 in the worst diplomatic row facing the country.

In cognizance of the above characteristics of a failed or crumbling State in which the government is 

perceived to have absconded its basic diplomatic responsibilities, drive- through apologists from Calabar 

and insignificant ambulatory C.P.D.M quantities in quest of 15 seconds of fame are now fulfilling the 

sovereign responsibilities of the Cameroon embassy in Washington D.C.

In an attempt to distort NBC Washington bureau reporters' account and mislead public opinion on the 

"boxing-ambassador" incident, the author, a former informant of Consul Foe-Atangana in Calabar, adopts 

a simplistic boot-licking approach as:The madness of CPDM leadership in USA.

In as much as the self-aggrandizing roaster of routine ambassadorial duties may have struck a depressed 

friend's ego, it is obvious that the author remained in sleep-mode longer than expected to the extent of 

failing to notice the difference of a sovereign State and a political party. Moreover, he is short in the legal 

craft, and clearly underestimates the felonious personal injury charges and potential career-ending 

consequences in raising the defense of diplomatic immunity!



A much more curious assertion of confusing the role of the diplomatic mission of a Sovereign State 

(Cameroon) with the undisclosed agenda of rogue political party operatives is summarized by CPDM 

Publicity officer's mea culpa: "CPDM is one of the umbrella organizations under the Cameroon Embassy 

and we stand in support of an Ambassador who, by all accounts, has brought a sigh of relief to many who 

would rather not have any dealings with the embassy."

Admission of guilt, smear tactics and blackmail

The saga takes a new twist with the paymaster's freewill admission of guilt and retaliation and blackmail 

against Carson Ndongo Efemba through a C.P.D.M publicist cum paid activist titled; Corruption: The 

Embassy of Cameroon in Washington D.C. (USA)!

The damage-control author - purporting to act as the authorized Ngoubene family spokesman privy to the 

paymaster's conversations with his hierarchy - tactlessly provided more incriminating evidence and 

impunity with which the governments of Cameroon and U.S. have been scammed.

For example, the amateur CPDM activist claims that Francois Ngoubene's adult children purchased 7 

personal vehicles with their personal funds and simply sought daddy help in registering them "for 

diplomatic purposes". The uncontested fact is that Francois Ngoubene's adult children aged 23 and above 

are no longer eligible household members or dependent's to benefit further diplomatic privileges. Francois 

Ngoubene simply perjured himself (lying under oath) on his application requesting vehicle tax exemption! 

These accomplished children should get used to paying car registration and parking tickets like other adult 

Cameroonians living and working in the U.S.

Claiming to have received a rational explanation for an insurance premium payment, the paid family 

spokesman deliberately avoided discussing Ngoubene's two household mortgage payments deducted 

directly from the embassy accounts, the unaccounted U.S.$ 650,000 revenue for 2007 and the updated 
payroll status of his carry-over assistant from Belgium.

Lessons learned from the "boxing-ambassador incident"

It is now evident from the Ndongo report that during the last 27 years, Cameroonian Ambassadors to 

Washington D.C., Paul Pondi and Jerome Mendouga have condoned or actively participated in unlawful 

financial schemes of direct personal gain to themselves and their families.

These representatives of the President of the Republic have spent more time blacklisting Cameroonians 

and denying them consular services than fostering trade and promoting foreign investment to Cameroon. 

It is surprising that despite U.S. facilitation of tariff and duty free commodities under the AGOA 

agreements, Cameroon rubber, cotton, sugar etc are yet to be marketed in the U.S.!

Under the same token, the constant wrangling over human rights abuses and corruption between the U.S. 

and Cameroon, has caused a significant drop of U.S. tourists to Cameroon who are believed to be amongst 

the world's top spenders thereby boosting local economies.



During the same 27 year period, the population of Cameroonian nationals in the U.S. has increased to an 

estimated 60,000, but the delivery quality of consular service is too slow for a fast paced society like the 

U.S. Unlike in the 70's and 80's when the average Cameroonian national was a struggling student 

surviving on income from part-time "dirty jobs", those who emigrated from the mid 90's and now 

constitute the majority in our communities are more skilled, financially empowered and independent-

minded to handle the bureaucracy. Their only bond with Cameroon appears to be the remittances to 

support their families!

Cameroonian communities have grown into diversified groups across geographical regions in the U.S. 

together with their need for consular services. This calls for an urgent need in considering the creation of 

honorary consular services in Chicago and Atlanta for the Mid-West and South Eastern regions.

The most important lesson, appears to be that once an ambassador assaults protesters and passers-by on 

the streets and U.S. law enforcement officials get involved, they shall commit the same resources in 

protecting his victims as they would in upholding diplomatic privileges. Upon conclusive legal findings, it 

is more likely than not that the secret service and District of Columbia Prosecutors will recommend the 

expulsion of Joseph Bienvenue Charles Foe-Atangana, a low-caliber diplomatic officer promoted to the 

most prestigious outpost mainly because he hails from the same Ewondo ethnic group as his predecessor-

Ex-Ambassador Mendouga. It would be highly advisable and of lesser embarrassment for the Minister of 

External relations to recall the ambassador for consultation in order to avoid a show down with Secretary 
of State Hilary Clinton.


