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PROLOGUE 
WANTED: CREDIBLE TRADITIONAL RULERS 

The once revered traditional rulers in the Northwest are today in disrepute. The traditional 
institution is at the crossroads. The integrity, nobility and dignity that were the hallmarks of 
traditional rulers of yore have been thrown overboard by a new breed of rulers who speak and 
understand only one language: money. The insatiable quest for money by traditional rulers has given 
birth to royal killers, royal dealers, royal drug barons, royal thieves and royal beggars. Traditional 
rulers can be seen palling around with armed robbers; they confer title of notability on celebrated 
embezzlers, and professional crooks. Most fons in the Northwest have sold their soul to the devil. 
They need deliverance. The fons have forgotten that character is the foundation stone upon 
which one must build to win respect. Just as no worthy building can be erected on a weak 
foundation, so no lasting reputation can be built on a weak character. A solid trust is never derived 
from a sordid character. 

Traditional rulers should re-consider their ways before it is too late. In their belief that money is a 
‘God’ to be adored, they are now ‘nchindas’ to money bags. We need credible traditional rulers to 
restore the dignity of the throne and win back respectability. 
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TRADITION ON THE CROSS 
     
The first salvo fired at Northwest traditional institution was in 1985 when, because of greed, a group 
of fons decided to crown Paul Biya fon of fons. It was a gamble which yielded dividends to its 
initiators. But the dividends were short-lived. The romance between Paul Biya and the fons soon hit 
the rocks. During the re-organisation of the Cameroon Peoples Democratic Movement party, CPDM, 
in 1987, some prominent fons in the Northwest expressed the wish to vie for positions within the 
party. In the one party era, anybody who wanted to enter the political arena could only do so by 
joining the CPDM. The fons had a rude shock when on the eve of the reorganization exercise, the 
national chairman of the CPDM party, comrade Paul Biya, barred first class fons from becoming 
candidates. 
Most of the fons took it as a betrayal by the fon of fons. That same year, Solomon Tandeng Muna 
resigned as the speaker of the National Assembly. After the 1988 parliamentary election, Lawrence 



Fonka Shang was elected speaker to the chagrin of a group of Northwesterners who had sponsored 
Simon Achidi Achu to defeat Fru Ndi and cause an earthquake in the National Assembly. Then in May 
1990 the Social Democratic Front, SDF, was launched in Bamenda - the birthplace of the ruling CPDM 
party. A majority of the people of the Northwest threw their weight behind the new party. Security 
reports had it that prominent traditional rulers and some CPDM members of parliament were in 
support of the SDF. At the top on the list of alleged supporters was a certain Simon Achidi Achu who 
was summoned by the gendarmes for questioning. I sat beside Achidi Achu, the former prime 
minister, in the secretariat of the then legion commander of the gendarmerie for the 
North West, Colonel Joseph Kalla, waiting for our turn to be interrogated. Achidi Achu went in before 
me and when he came out he was sweating. 
 

In the heat of the SDF launch, John Ngu Foncha, resigned as the first vice president of the CPDM, 
fuelling reports that all the kingpins of the Northwest were behind Fru Ndi and the SDF. 
Paul Biya convened a congress of his party in June 1990. In a move that took many aback, fons, who 
were barred from partisan politics, were co-opted into the central committee. Fon Angwafor III of 
Mankon was catapulted to the post of first vice–president.  Doh Gahnyonga of Bali Nyonga and 
Abumbi of Bafut also became Central Committee members. This was the   beginning of the journey in 
to the abyss. The attention this trio received from the regime gave ideas to their peers. Other fons 
started scheming and competing covertly to catch the eyes of the CPDM. At the height of this 
buffoonery, Fon Doh Gah Gwayin of Balikumbat pulled out a gun and shot at   innocent villagers who 
refused to assist him in stealing the vote. What an abomination! Fon Ngum of Oku invited gendarmes 
into the palace to brutalize and arrest sons and daughters of the fondom who had sought refuge in a 
place they considered to be the safest in the village. What a sacrilege! Northwesterners suffered a 
brutal state of emergency in 1992. Traditional rulers were mute as all sorts of atrocities were 
perpetrated in the region. Fon Angwafor was seen in public holding an umbrella over the head of 
governor Bell Luc Rene. I referred to the Fon of Mankon in a newspaper article in 1992, as “Mr 
Angwafor” because of this unbecoming attitude. It was therefore no surprise when the population of 
Bamenda rose up in righteous anger, pelted Fon Angwafor with rotten tomatoes and burnt his 
palace. 
 

As I write, the CPDM regime that Fon Angwafor lost his honour serving has never compensated him. 
He shamelessly went over CRTV lamenting the shabby treatment he has received from the regime 
and party. Did he learn a lesson? I saw Fon Angwafor standing on the line at the Yaounde Conference 
Centre waiting to sign for his per diem. I was so angry and ashamed that I accosted Francis Nkwain 
who was then a Minister in Biya’s government. Nkwain ran away in shame. I saw fons trekking up to 
the Conference centre after the Presidential security had blocked their cars down the hill, just to be 
part of the CPDM congress. I make bold to say fons of the Northwest have lost their compass. The 
once respected fons of the Northwest have become a toy in the hands of the regime. Most of the 
fons have desecrated the throne, betrayed their people and ridiculed the region. The people of 
Babanki got angry and burnt their fon to death. We do not recommend gruesome murder of 
traditional rulers as a reward for their trespasses. The fons should be told that they have disgraced us 
enough and we can no longer take it. 

2 
IN SEARCH OF LOST GLORY 
 
One of the lowest moments in the history of traditional rulers in the Northwest was during the reign 
of Achidi Achu as prime minister (9 April 1992 to 19 September 1996). This kingpin of the 
“Baforchu/Santa mafia” used state resources to bribe, cajole and divide the fons for 
his political survival. In 1994, the Northwest Fons’ Association, NOWEFA, was created to restore the 



lost glory of the traditional institution. After watching in dismay how fons were used, dumped and 
reduced to the regime’s “bottom woman,” some North Westerners thought enough was enough. 
NOWEFA was created to right the wrongs of the past. Fon Fusi Yakum Ntaw was elected president. 
Achidi Achu did not hide his contempt for NOWEFA. A strong and credible association of fons was of 
no interest to him. So he decided to create an association that would be at his beck and call. He 
found a willing tool in Fon Doh Gah Gwayin of Balikumbat. A rival association, the Northwest Fons 
Conference, NOWEFCO, was launched in style at Skyline hotel. Achidi Achu used state helicopter to 
fly to Bamenda to grace the launching. For the first time in the Northwest, fons held a meeting in a 
hotel instead of a palace. It was a sharp contrast to the low-key event that the launching of NOWEFA 
was. With Fon Doh at the helm, Achidi Achu provided the ammunition for NOWEFCO to fight and 
eclipse NOWEFA. The rallying cry was: “Down with the so-called big five fondoms! Fon are Fons.” 
Promises of reclassification spiced with banknotes were too tempting for the 3rd class fons to resist. 
NOWEFCO helped Achidi Achu to calm the political storm that was threatening to sweep him away 
from the Star Building. But NOWEFCO could not help Achidi Achu win elections. On 21 January 
1996, the CPDM lost the municipal elections in Santa, Achidi Achu’s constituency, to the SDF. Fon 
Doh rigged and won in Balikumbat. He became Mayor. While the prime minister was licking his 
wounds and struggling to come to terms with the humiliation in Santa, Fon Doh suddenly grew in 
stature. From Achidi Achu’s lackey, Fon Doh now became a CPDM hero. The discomfiture suffered by 
CPDM heavy weight fons at the polls gave Fon Doh added value. 1st and 2nd class fons who headed 
CPDM lists in their various constituencies were humiliated by the SDF at the polls. In Bali Nyonga, for  
 instance, where the fon, a central committee member, headed the CPDM list, the party had 15 
percent of the votes. The story was the same in other constituencies. On 19 September 1996, Achidi 
Achu was sacked and Peter Mafany Musonge appointed prime minister. In May 1997, the CPDM 
party that won all the 20 parliamentary seats in the Northwest in 1992 thanks to an SDF boycott, lost 
19 of the seats. Fon Doh won the lone seat for the ruling CPDM Party; he was now a political god in 
his own right. 
 

With Achidi Achu out, Fon Doh had to look for a new source of finance to keep NOWEFCO alive. For 
one thing, most of the members in the association were not there because of conviction. Easy money 
and empty promises kept them in the association. So the president of NOWEFCO had to act fast 
before his followers started to jump ship. With his new statue, it was not difficult for Fon Doh to get 
money. The regime was more than grateful to him and rewarded him generously. Huge contracts 
were awarded to ‘Royal Enterprise’ that belongs to the Fon. Ministers and General Managers were at 
Doh Gah Gwayin’s beck and call. And the money continued to flow. Unknown to Fon Doh, Achidi 
Achu, his mentor of yesterday was no longer comfortable with him. Doh’s meteoric rise and his 
penchant to project himself as the new leader of the Northwest did not go down well with the mafia 
men who have been manipulating the political scene in the region for years. The Balikumbat man 
was considered an outsider. Fon Doh and his NOWEFCO caused serious damage to NOWEFA and a 
wedge was put between the fons. 

3 
¨¨¨ 
THE BIRTH OF NOWEFU 
 
Years of bickering, rivalry and hatred dented the image of traditional rulers. With Fon Doh now a 
Mayor and Member of Parliament, the sky was his limit. He was rich and powerful and wanted all 
and sundry to know. While some fons admired Doh and rallied behind him, others grew more 
jealous by the day. Fon Doh’s character did not help matters. A parvenu, a village tyrant and a 
dictator, the new political god created enemies. Cracks soon emerged within the ranks of NOWEFCO. 
Fon Chafah, a young magistrate, and Fon Forbuzie, a professional teacher, were tired of carrying Fon 
Doh’s bag. They spearheaded a coup against their president. A new movement advocating the unity 



of the fons was born. Enemies of yesterday came together because of their collective hatred for Fon 
Doh. Some Northwest elites, for various reasons, threw their weight behind the call for unity. 
On 30 May 1998, fons from the rival factions gathered at the Nkwen palace. NOWEFA members 
came there as a united body while NOWEFCO was a divided house. That notwithstanding, NOWEFA 
and NOWEFCO were ‘dissolved’ and from the ashes rose the Northwest Fons’ Union – NOWEFU. A 
statement at the end of the meeting stated that after years of division, the traditional rulers had 
finally seen reason and decided to bury the hatchet. An executive was elected with Fon Abumbi of 
Bafut as the President General and Fon Chafah Isaac as Secretary General. Fon Doh, who boycotted 
the meeting, cried foul. He accused his peers of staging a coup and denounced the dissolution of 
NOWEFCO. He said only a general assembly could pronounce the dissolution. But Fon Forbuzie 
Martin of Chomba, erstwhile Secretary General of NOWEFCO, fired back. He claimed that he and 
other members of the association were mandated to discuss with NOWEFA. He did not say whether 
they were empowered to dissolve the association. What followed was a battle for legitimacy and 
supremacy. A delegation of NOWEFU executive members rushed to Yaoundé to lobby for support 
and pull the ground under Fon Doh’s feet. Fon Doh used his connections in Yaoundé to frustrate the 
NOWEFU delegation. As the lone CPDM MP from the Northwest he was given a receptive ear. 
At the Star Building, Peter Musonge received the NOWEFU delegation in a low- keyed manner. The 
pictures were embargoed on national television. The Prime Minister was instructed not to roll out 
the red carpet for the delegation. Fon Angwafor, first vice president of the CPDM, who was part of 
the delegation, was snubbed by the party’s Secretary General, Joseph Charles Doumba. The old Fon 
had to humble him self before Fon Doh. The Fon of Bali, another member of the delegation 
swallowed his pride and visited Fon Doh. Emboldened by the clear support he received from the Biya 
regime Fon Doh announced the holding of the general assembly of NOWEFCO for 11 July 1998. The 
NOWEFU group vowed to disrupt Doh’s meeting. They enlisted the support of the then governor who 
happened to be a son of the soil - Fai Yengo Francis. The governor is reported to have instructed all 
the SDOs in the region to prevent fons from travelling to attend the meeting. In a desperate move, 
fons from Mezam division issued a communiqué ordering Fon Doh to take his meeting to another 
division. NOWEFCO was declared persona    non grata in Mezam. It is surprising that educated 
fons with lawyers in their midst forgot that their communiqué was against the Constitution of 
Cameroon which authorizes citizens to travel freely and which states that only administrative 
authorities are empowered to ban the holding of a meeting The fons also lost sight of the fact that 
Yaoundé is not interested in the unity of Northwest fons. As long as Fon Doh was delivering the 
goods he was the darling of the Biya regime and not some inconsequential fons who brandish big 
titles but cannot win elections for the regime. So it came to pass that Fon Doh’s meeting took place 
in Bamenda, the capital of Mezam division, and nothing happened. Governor Fai Yengo burnt his 
fingers and was sacked a few weeks later. Fon Doh celebrated the sacking which sent shock waves 
across the region and served as a warning to president Biya’s appointees not to mess around with 
the new political god. 
 
THE TROUBLE WITH NOWEFU 
Those who thought the birth of the North West Fons’ Union would put paid to the cacophony among 
fons and restore the dignity of the throne were in for a rough ride. Since Yaoundé is not interested in 
the unity of fons in the Northwest, Fon Doh carried on with his NOWEFCO. With the departure of 
some members of his executive to create NOWEFU, he held his general assembly and a new 
executive was put in place. Loyal fons were rewarded. Some were recruited to work for Royal 
Enterprise, Fon Doh’s business establishment. From 1998 to 2004, Fon Doh single-handedly 
bankrolled the activities of NOWEFCO. The association only went underground after the fon was 
found guilty of murder and jailed. He is out on bail. Ten years on, where is NOWEFU today? What is 
its balance sheet? All the crooked fons who served under Fon Doh and finally took control of 
NOWEFU have revealed their true colours. NOWEFU today is a highly discredited association waiting 
for any civil servants, CPDM bigwig or crooked businessman in trouble to hire its services. With 
NOWEFU, money talks and bullshit walks. How did NOWEFU get to this point? Bad leadership; 



corrupt leadership; inept leadership; greed; inordinate ambition; hypocrisy and gangsterism landed 
NOWEFU on the low road. When I was young, I learnt that every great institution is anchored in the 
shadow of the leader. The leader’s character determines the character of the organization. NOWEFU 
is in disrepute today because of the character of one man—Fon Chafah Isaac. He has been running 
the show since 1998, first as a communist-type Secretary General from 1998-2005 and then as 
President General from 2005-2008. When NOWEFU was created in 1998, Fon Chafah pretended that 
he did not want power. He declined the post of President General and accepted that of Secretary 
General for strategic reasons. Chafah knew he lacked the clout to face Fon Doh and the powers that 
be. So he decided to hide behind a docile Fon Abumbi who did not want the post in the first 
place but was manipulated to   accept it. After the election, Chafah told everyone who cared to listen 
that he belonged to a generation of smart fons. He told how they had out-smarted the Fon of Bali 
Nyonga and prevented him from   being elected President General even after he had offered them a 
cow. Chafah hates the Fon of Bali Nyonga. And this hatred can be seen in the manner in which he 
handled the Bali- Bawock conflict in 2007. Fon Chafah misled NOWEFU. Cases abound where his 
personal interest took precedence over that of the Union. Under his direction NOWEFU, was at the 
Unity    Palace on 18 October 2002 to submit a memorandum purportedly on the Anglophone 
problem. The 15-man delegation included four fons from Mezam division: Bafut, Bali, Chomba and 
Mankon; two from Menchum: Bafmen and Aghem; three from Momo: Ngwo, Guzang and Ngyen-
muwah; two form Bui: Oku and Nso; two from Ngoketunjia: Bambalang and Bangolan; and one each 
from Donga-Mantung and Boyo divisions: Mbot and Kom respectively. The sealed memorandum was 
handed to the    Secretary General at the presidency by the oldest fon in the delegation, Vincent Yuh 
of Kom. Why was the President General of NOWEFU who was present, not allowed to play his role? 
Chafah decided to sideline Abumbi. The fons who signed did not have a copy of the memorandum. 
They had not even read it!  The memorandum was only read to the fons at Mansel Hotel in Yaoundé 
an hour before their departure to the presidency. That document discredited NOWEFU and President 
Biya has never bothered to reply or even to acknowledge receipt of the document. Fon Doh’s 
NOWEFCO wrote to President Biya distancing itself from the memorandum. In the letter, NOWEFCO 
said the delegation did not represent the North West and that the content did not reflect the 
Anglophone problem. Fon Doh said it was a document intended to serve the interest of a few. 
I was told at the presidency that North West fons are worth an SDF district chairman. That they have 
inflated egos, over-estimate their importance and deceive the government that they control their 
people, yet they cannot win local elections in their areas. All they are interested in is money. Are we 
therefore surprised that the fon of fons has no regards for Northwest fons and has ignored them for 
years? 
 
In January 2004, in a piece entitled: “Northwest Fons are Killers” I wrote: “In March 2003 the Fon of 
Guzang had a close shave with death when unknown hoodlums stormed his palace in Bamenda. The 
fon’s right hand was damaged and he was evacuated to Europe for treatment… the would be 
assassins are reported to have refused money and valuables insisting that they came for his 
head…Who plotted the attack on the Fon of Guzang and why? “…One school of thought holds that 
the Fon was attacked because of his shaddy dealings while another school insists that a traditional 
ruler hired the thugs to eliminate the Fon of Guzang. What is shocking following the incident is the 
stony silence of the Northwest Fons’ Union. Every association worth its salt always has the interest of 
its members as a key objective. For NOWEFU to be quiet since the attempt on the life of one of its 
member is puzzling. And for NOWEFU to seal its ears with wax when stories are flying around 
accusing one of its members of attempting to kill another is bewildering. “Are today’s breed of 
traditional rulers, dealers, 419ners, racketeers, and killers? We want to know the truth. We cannot 
continue to genuflect before traditional rulers and clap our hands in respect 
when fons have  became royal dealers, royal drug barons, royal embezzlers, and royal killers. Was the 
Fon of Guzang involved in a visa racket as purported? Did another fon hire thugs to hasten Guzang’s 
exit to the shade below”? In another article in March 2005, “Northwest Fons and Tradition: When 
money Speaks” I wrote: 



 
“Recent events in the Northwest region have cast a dark cloud on traditional rulers. When they are 
not plotting to murder real or imaginary enemies, they are fighting over contracts or they are 
selling titles. The once revered traditional institution has lost its shine and its continuous existence 
should be put on the agenda. The so-called modern traditional rulers in the Northwest region today 
tremble when they see money. Any drug pusher, certified thief, professional embezzler and first class 
corrupt civil servant can all buy titles in the different fondoms. North West fons celebrate ill-gotten 
wealth and auction tradition for a small fee. “In December 2003, Zacchaeus Forjindam  told a 
gathering that ‘we must learn to bridle our desire for titles of nobility and help our mentors be they 
our traditional or state authorities to measure our achievement by the level of our  service to the 
people rather than by the strength of our desire for recognition. Our leaders, like the school master 
of yesterday must be lured by intrinsic value rather than by self interest’. Unfortunately the same 
Forjindam, who prescribed high standards, is today at the centre of a demonic destruction of the lure 
of fonship. In a vainglorious effort to create his own village and   enthrone a puppet leader who 
would be at his beck and call, Zaccheus Forjindam has been using money to corrupt gullible fons to 
recognise Meforbe as a village. “In January 2005, he took one impostor who styles himself Chief 
Gaforbe Emmanuel IV of Meforbe village to Ngyen-muwah. The Fon of Ngyen-muwah rolled out the 
royal carpet and  received Gaforbe. Ngyen-muwah sat with him on the same chair because of money. 
What an abomination! 
 

On 12 March 2005, the Fon of Bali Nyonga was in Santa at the invitation of Forjindam. The 
Fon gave his blessing to an impostor and endorsed Forjindam’s pet project i.e. that of 
transforming Santa- Mbu quarter into a village called Meforbe. These con men went ahead to 
trace the history of Meforbe people who they claim left Bali Nyonga some years ago and 
settled in Santa. This was to lend credence to the idea that Meforbe is a distinct village from 
Baforchu. When traditional rulers, who are auxiliaries of the administration, aid and abet 
fraud, sow seeds of discord and   foment trouble, how do they expect the government to 
take them seriously?” This article was intended to provoke the fons to sit up. I was   royally 
ignored. 
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¨¨¨ 
TITLES FOR SALE 
 
As I was completing this book, I heard that the new NOWEFU executive held its first meeting 
in Bafmeng on 7 February 2009. What a good idea that Fon Aneng decided to invite his peers 
to meet in his palace.  For that he scores full marks; that alone puts him on a higher pedestal 
than his predecessor. What came out of the Bafmeng conclave? Eight new “ntumfors” were 
appointed “to lobby for funds to complete NOWEFU secretariat”. A woman was also 
appointed “Ntumfor”. Public reaction to the news was hostile and the advocates of the 
prostitution of the title went amok. We had a fiesta of doublespeak from the President 
General and his Secretary General. The only clear message from the duo is that the Ntumfor 
Nico Halle palaver is “complicated” and that new “Ntumfors” will be appointed in June, rain 
or shine. Good news!! At last the cat is out of the bag. Nico Halle has overstayed his 
welcome. It is time out for him. Other sons and daughters of the region are restive. They also 
want to be “Ntumfors”. On the waiting list according to Fon Aneng is not only 
“CPDM stalwarts” but “SDF big shots who want to be appointed Ntumfors in June”. 
Rubbish!!! 
If I were Nico Halle, I would be proud for transforming the lowest title in the Northwest ---- a 
messenger ---- to an enviable title such that the high and the mighty are all fighting for it. 
Before the advent of Nico Halle nobody wanted to be a messenger. Because of the golden 



touch of the Awing Boy, everybody wants to be a messenger. Give it to the man, Halle is a 
pace-setter. How complicated is it to reverse a decision that was taken in 1. Bad faith, 2. 
Unconstitutional and 3. Vexatious? Per the former scribe, Fon Chafah suspended Ntumfor 
without consulting his executive, it was a unilateral decision, full of malice, done in haste, on 
a fake headed paper and did not bear the Union’s stamp. Therefore Nico Halle was not 
suspended by NOWEFU but by Magistrate Chafah. The decision to suspend Nico Halle was 
taken outside NOWEFU; the Union is not bound by the decision. But since we have stooges at 
the helm of the Union who are just there for the perpetuation of Chafah’s reign, we are now 
told that a decision that was taken by the former executive cannot be treated with derision. 
Hogwash! The Ntumfor palaver is a test case to separate the virtuous fons from the villains. 
Only    nitwits and simpletons would be surprised by the utterances of Aneng and Co. They 
are simply the “master’s voice”. The royal nchinda who invested a lot to get the new 
executive in place is a businessman who needs return on his investment. The appointment of 
new “Ntumfors” is just a first step in his “grand ambition” for NOWEFU. Since his excesses 
over the years did not ruffle many feathers, Chafah has been emboldened to pull out his 
joker. Chafah is out of office but not out of power. The devil left but the evil remains. In 
NOWEFU, Chafah plays the role of what we call in communication parlance, an influential. 
Influentials have their modus operandi. He presents himself as someone to be trusted, not 
representing a vested interest. In face-to-face contact with other fons, Chafah adjust his 
message to each individual and personally and immediately reward those who agree with 
him. Chafah the influential is both like--- and unlike his influences in several respects: he has 
a much higher contact rate with the mass media, has a higher income, has a higher level of 
education, is more socially gregarious, and is more venturesome than his followers. He 
has a polymorphic influence on the fons. Will the people of the region continue putting up 
with such arrant nonsense? Bad fons have driven good fons from circulation and we are 
all watching. For how long will we continue to watch? Some fons who are making a real 
effort to be upright find themselves trapped in a dangerous and rowdy madhouse. Bad fons 
own NOWEFU. Men and women of good will must be united in denouncing and ostracizing 
those who   espouse the destruction of our tradition. We must make sure that we do not 
become the executioner’s accomplices, be it out of ignorance or mere laxity. We call on all 
thoughtful North Westerners to rise up today and denounce those fons whose bad habit 
have dented our tradition. Lest I forget; Fon Aneng says, “He will launch a determined war 
against blackmail, backstabbing, intrigues, embezzlement and mismanagement in NOWEFU”. 
Great! Let him start by probing Chafah. He should contact Fons Anagho and Forbuzie for 
help. Northwest is a great region and it was made great not by ruffians and scoundrels but 
by    people of substance. We have a sacred duty to bequeath it to posterity in better shape 
than we found it. We have a long way to go and we are not getting any younger. Remember 
Dante said that the hottest place in Hell in reserved for those who in time of crisis remain 
neutral. 
 
NEW DEAL VICTIMS 
 

I took time off from a major project to scribble this book because of the “fierce urgency of 
now”. I want to spark a debate on the role of traditional rulers in the 21st Century.  Since the 
advent of multipartism, traditional rulers are on the firing line. We saw the venerated sultan 
of Foumban humiliated by his people because he decided to stand election on the CPDM 
ticket against the UDC of Adamou Ndam Njoya.   We saw the Lamido of Garoua play the 
political prostitute and was rewarded with a sinecure: Secretary of state for 
Public Health. The most pathetic case is that of traditional rulers in the Northwest. 
As a young man growing up in Bamenda I saw how much respect these custodians of our 
culture and tradition commanded. They had a commanding presence without being loud or 



bullying; they carried along the aura of respectability. Erring fons were sanctioned by the 
Traditional Council and the Kwifon. The Kwifons are no longer playing their role because of 
corruption. Under the regime of President Ahidjo I never saw traditional rulers line the street 
to wait for the President of the Republic. Ahidjo visited fons in their palaces. He was a native 
of Garoua and knew what tradition is all about. It is tempting to blame President Biya and his 
New Deal regime for the conduct of our traditional rulers today. I can vouch that Mr. Biya has 
no respect for tradition. He is a typical Francophone African who was fully assimilated by the 
French colonial system. To compound matters, he comes from a region where just anybody 
can be a traditional ruler. It suffices to have money like Gerard Ondo Ndong, Prof. Gervais 
Mendo Ze and a host of others and you are “crowned” chef du village. Traditional rulers in 
that part of Cameroon are designated by the administration and given uniforms like civil 
administrators. So don’t blame Paul Biya and his New Deal for the trespasses of our 
fons. Northwesterner are just unfortunate that at a crucial point in the history of this 
country, some men by some conspiracy of circumstances and historical accident are foisted 
on them as traditional rulers. Most of these fons lack the candour of character; they are 
bereft of all nobility and are moral lepers. If we had to do a morality reports on most of our 
traditional rulers it will be damaging. Who has not heard of fons who steal cows from 
helpless Mbororo herdsmen? Who has not heard of fons involved in fake contracts and over 
invoicing with Directors of State corporations? Who  has not heard of traditional rulers and 
visa scams? Some fons organized regular visits to America and Europe, just as a means to get 
visas for some economic migrants. These migrants bankrolled the trip, pay the fons who then 
forward their names to the various embassies as members of a Delegation accompanying 
them.There is no gainsaying that the New Deal is bad but it is not Paul Biya who asked the 
fons to get involved in such scams. It is a matter of individuals; accumulating money creates 
the greed for more money. That is the    undoing of the fons. Only the people can change the 
traditional rulers. Until Northwesterners are bold enough to call their fons to order as they 
do with President Biya, the rot will continue. 
 

Since the advent of multiparty politics, it is fashionable for Northwesterners to mount the 
rostrum and insult Paul Biya because of his failings. These same Northwesterners bow before 
their fons despite all their trespasses and the fons bow before Mr. Biya.  In an interview 
granted my newspaper in 1995, the former governor of the Northwest, Bell Luc Rene, said, 
the region will be great place the day the people speak boldly and freely to their fons as they 
do to the President of the Republic. When that day comes, Northwest fons will sit up and be 
the true custodians of culture and tradition and not Royal Beggars. 
--  
Ntemfac Nchwete Ofege 


